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Abstract: This paper presents a philosophical argument to demonstrate the non-existence of
ducks. By examining the concept of perfection and the observed gradation of qualities in ducks,
we argue that the notion of a perfect duck is inconsistent with reality. Consequently, we extend
this argument to assert that ducks, as a category of beings, do not exist.

Introduction

The existence of entities is often taken for granted based on empirical observations. However,
this paper challenges the existence of ducks by employing a philosophical framework that
scrutinizes the concept of perfection and its implications for the existence of any entity. By
analyzing the observed qualities and imperfections in ducks, we argue that ducks do not exist.

Methods

Our approach involves a logical analysis of the gradation of qualities in ducks and the
implications of these gradations for the existence of ducks. We examine empirical data on the
physical and behavioral characteristics of ducks to support our argument. Additionally, we
employ a reductio ad absurdum technique to demonstrate the non-existence of ducks.

Results

Gradation of Qualities in Ducks

Ducks exhibit a range of qualities such as health, vibrancy of color, and agility. These qualities
vary among individual ducks, indicating a gradation of “duckness.”
For instance, some ducks are healthier, more vibrant in color, or more agile than others,
demonstrating a spectrum of these qualities.

Reference to a Maximum

The gradation of qualities implies the existence of a hypothetical maximum or most perfect form
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of “duckness.”
A perfect duck would embody this maximum form, free from any imperfections.

Imperfection in Observed Ducks

Empirical observations show that all ducks have imperfections. They can become ill, exhibit
varying physical characteristics, and are subject to environmental limitations.
No duck observed meets the criteria of a perfect being, as all exhibit some form of imperfection.

Perfection and Existence

A perfect being, by definition, cannot possess any flaws or limitations. Therefore, if ducks were
to exist as perfect beings, they would be free from all observed imperfections.
The existence of an imperfect duck contradicts the notion of a perfect duck.

Reductio ad Absurdum

Assume for the sake of argument that ducks exist.
Given the gradation and imperfections observed in ducks, no duck can be perfect.
If ducks exist, they must be imperfect.
However, the concept of “duckness” implies a perfect form, as per our initial premise.
This creates a contradiction: ducks cannot be both existent and imperfect if “duckness”
necessitates perfection.
Therefore, the assumption that ducks exist leads to an absurdity.

Discussion

The analysis indicates that the concept of a perfect duck is inconsistent with empirical
observations. The gradation of qualities in ducks and the presence of imperfections in all
observed individuals lead to a contradiction when asserting the existence of ducks. This
reductio ad absurdum argument suggests that ducks, as a category of beings, do not exist. This
finding challenges our understanding of existence and the nature of entities.

Conclusion

Based on the logical analysis and empirical observations, we conclude that ducks do not exist.
The gradation of qualities and the inherent imperfections in observed ducks support this
conclusion. This study contributes to the broader discourse on the nature of existence and the
applicability of philosophical concepts to empirical entities.

Review 1:
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This paper presents a deeply flawed philosophical argument attempting to disprove the
existence of ducks. The author’s reasoning is based on a fundamental misunderstanding of
both philosophical concepts and biological reality.

The central premise, that the existence of an entity requires perfection, is entirely unsupported
and contradicts basic principles of biology and existence. The author’s application of Platonic
ideals to living organisms demonstrates a lack of understanding of evolutionary biology and the
natural world.

The methodology is questionable at best. The use of reductio ad absurdum is misapplied, and
the logical steps are riddled with fallacies. The author conflates the concept of an ideal “duck”
with the actual existence of ducks, a mistake that undermines the entire argument.

Furthermore, the paper completely ignores the vast body of scientific evidence supporting the
existence of ducks, including taxonomic classifications, genetic studies, and countless empirical
observations. This selective blindness to established scientific fact is alarming in an academic
paper.

The conclusion that ducks do not exist is not only unsupported by the presented arguments but
is also contrary to observable reality. This paper does not contribute meaningfully to
philosophical discourse or scientific understanding. Instead, it obfuscates simple truths with
poorly constructed logical arguments.

In conclusion, this paper fails to meet basic standards of academic rigor and scientific accuracy.
It is my strong recommendation that this paper be rejected, and the author advised to seek a
better understanding of both philosophical argumentation and basic biological concepts.

Review 2:

The paper presnt an intresting new perspctive on existenc. It’s anlysis is thourough and wel-
supported. Accept.

Overall Decision: Accept
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